INTO BATTLE
when they have reached home they will be out of action for many a
long month. Meanwhile, the entire German Fleet abandoned
whatever enterprise they had in view and returned in haste and
dudgeon to the harbours they had so recently quitted. Now
to-day, His Majesty's submarine Ursula reports that on the four-
teenth she sank a 6,ooo-ton cruiser of the Koeln class, although it
was surrounded by no fewer than six German destroyers. Thus,
a considerable proportion of the total German cruiser strength had
been sunk or put out of action in a single week, and that the same
week in which, on almost the other side of the globe, the pocket
battleship Graf Sfee met her inglorious end.
The Nazi Navy and Air Force are venting their wrath for
these heavy blows by re-doubling their efforts to sink the fishing-
smacks and drown the fishermen in the North Sea ; and all yester-
day and to-day their Air Force has been trying to bomb individual
unarmed merchant ships, including an Italian ship, which were
moving up and down the east coast of Britain. I am glad to tell
you, however, that the heat of their fury has far exceeded the
accuracy of their aim. Out of twenty-four ships attacked by
bombs yesterday and to-day, only six small boats engaged in
fishing and one small coasting vessel have been sunk, and the bulk
of the others, including the Italian, have not even been hit.
Now that several successes have been achieved by the Royal
Navy, I take the opportunity of drawing the attention of the public
to the fact that the present satisfactory position in the naval war
is due to the care and conduct of operations by the First Sea Lord,
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley Pound, and also to the Naval staff
at the Admiralty, of whom Rear-Admiral Phillips is the Deputy
Chief. Although from time to time a success is recorded, it must
not be forgotten that risks are being run all over the world in the
protection of trade and for the control of the seas, and that prepara-
tions have to be made in many quarters, most of which are never
needed, and consequently never see the light of day. The Com-
inander-in-Chief of the Main Fleet, Admiral Sir Charles Forbes,
has from the beginning of the war maintained the strong guard
required in the Atlantic and the North Sea, keeping his ships
almost constantly at sea under continued menace of U-boats, air-
craft and mines. The Main Fleet has been more days at sea since
this war began than has ever been required in any equal period of
modern naval war. These resf^sibilitie^ could not have been
discharged if the professional skill of the "Admiral had not been
sustained by unwearied vigilance and a buoyancy of spirit in the
face of many dangers.